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surplus water escaped over the dam. This place is situated
near the border between the Nizam's dominions and the Bombay
Presidency.

Then the railway was reached at Sholapur on the frontier of
the Bombay Presidency, whence I proceeded smoothly and
rapidly to Poona. The smoothness and rapidity afforded new
sensations to one who had been plodding for several days and
nights consecutively at the rate of 1J mile an hour through wet
black loam.

At Poona I met Sir George Clerk, who was then Governor of
Bombay for the second time. After playing a distinguished,
indeed a historic, part in the politics of the North-west frontier,
he had some time before the war of the mutinies been appointed
Governor of Bombay; since the war he had recently been re-
appointed to the Governorship in succession to Lord Elphin-
stone. He was then occupied in making the arrangements
consequent on the financial and administrative changes ordered
by Lord Canning's Government, as already mentioned in the
previous chapter VIII. Besides the many pacific measures
necessarily required after a time of general trouble, he was
reorganizing the police, completing the reduction of the Native
forces, and preparing for the abolition of the Indian Navy.
No man living possessed so great a knowledge as he of the
Native princes, chiefs and upper classes generally. He thought
much of their power for good or for evil, and felt doubt whether
this powerful influence had always been so conciliated by the
British that it might be ranged on the side of loyalty and
public order. Yet in the hope that such conciliation would be
found possible, he desired to see endeavours directed towards
this object.

From Poona I journeyed to Ahmednagar, a famed Muham-
madan fort, which the Mahrattas surrendered to the Duke-of
Wellington, then General Arthur Wellesley. Thence I re-
entered the Nizam's dominions and proceeded to Aurangabad,
another city of historic fame, its neighbourhood being replete
with more notable associations than any other place in the
central part of India. It is near the old fortress of Deogarh,